
Without conceptual development, many rules in math just don’t make sense 
 
 
 

For instance, when you add integers, sometimes you add, but sometimes you 
subtract. 

 
When you subtract integers, you change the sign and add, but sometimes you 

subtract. 
 
 
 

That might be considered just a little confusing 
 

So, it’s clearly important to show students where these rules, (shortcuts) 
come from 


